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served it for the same reason; yet the king strongly disapproved
of their killing him, since, being accomplices in such an error,
they ought to have been treated as they treated him, because
they had had him freely in their power without offence or peril.
WAR BETWEEN TWO MlNA TRIBES. 1490 *.
... In this year one thousand four hundred and ninety, two
negroes, who were enemies and lived in the district of the city
of Sam Jorge na Mina, determined upon battle. One of them
attacked the other, pretending that he was favoured with the
help, which he said he assuredly had, from the Christians who
were in the city; because he knew that the Christians were
more feared among them than any others, especially in deeds
of arms. The manner of it was that he ordered many of his men,
who were negroes, to whiten their faces, legs and arms with
clay, and commanded them to go in front, masquerading them
in all other ways so that they might even more readily be taken
for Christians. The other king, at the moment when the fight
was about to begin, believing that the Christians were coming
to the assistance of his enemy, did not await the rout, and was
defeated without a struggle; and he fled, amid the great destruc-
tion of his men, and to the accompaniment of a great victory
and much merriment which this gave to his opponent
JEWS  TRANSPORTED  TO   THE  ISLAND   OF   SAO   TrlOMl
I4932-
In this year one thousand four hundred and ninety-three, the
king, being in Torres Vedras, gave Alvaro de Caminha3 the
captaincy of the island of Sam Tome by right and succession.
Moreover, because he commanded that all who were minors,
youths and girls, were to be taken captive from among those
1 Pina, ch. 40. Extract, translated.
2 Pina, ch. 68. Translated.
3 Captain Alvaro de Caminha appears to have held the island from 1493 to
1499, when FernSo de Mello replaced him. He was appointed captain by
royal decree on 29 June 1493. On 20 November 1493, he was made governor
of'the fortress to be built on the island*. See En$aiost bk. n, pt. 2, p. 4.